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must be done to put fresh life into the dry bones* I feel
that the land and the agricultural labourer are the root of
the whole social evil* Men purchase land for collateral
purposes. They give it an adventitious value, You must
make the rent of agricultural land approximate to its real
value/' Political advisers who were more concerned with
winning votes than with doing the right thing, were not
enamoured of Lloyd George's land proposals; they pointed
out that the town worker was the real asset of the Liberal
Party, and that he was the person to be considered when
framing new policies* But Lloyd George rose above such
electioneering calculations, as lie always has done when
pursuing something in which he really does believe with all his
heart and soul His reply wns, that the Labour Party were
failing just because they were attempting to win elections by
buying votes* " The Labour Party ", he said, " has never
made any real progress* They have never made an appeal
to the imagination, You can never run a great political
campaign on wages* Your five shillings and two shillings
is all very well, but the appeal is too close at hand* It is
too sordid* Individually, people are selfish. In the mass
they are prepared to look to the future and support measures
which will benefit coming generations*"
Soon, however, Lloyd George abandoned the idea of
resigning office; and after another mild flirtation with the
plan of a coalition, he decided that the most practicable
scheme was to have an inquiry made into the abuses of the
land system, and then endeavour to convert his colleagues
to the acceptance of a policy aimed at removing them*
There was, indeed, no need for him to distrust his own
power; for at that time his ascendancy in the Cabinet
seems to have been complete. His persuasive tongue and
resourceful mind, coupled with the fact that he was far
and away the most valuable electioneering asset which the